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Celebrating 10 issues! 
Well it took ages to get there, but 

Northern Focus celebrates 10 issues 
this quarter.  Lets hope it doesn’t take 

as long for us to get to 20! 

 

It has been an interesting quarter for 
the group, with lots of progress being 

made on various projects. 

 

A couple of months back we  
welcomed the Work For The Dole 
project “Free Range TV’ into the 

group.  This aims to do some things 
that all of us have not got the time 

for  -  selling the group and it’s  
programs to our potential audiences 

More on this inside. 

 

The Committee is working on  
bringing NAT programs to the Web.  

Some are there already, but we have a 
new plan to do it as well. 

 

The NAT office is back up and  
running at Noise Bar.  If you haven’t 

done so yet, come and visit us on 
Level 1 in Room 8. 

 

I hope you enjoy this quarter’s issue 
of Northern Focus, and don’t forget 
to get your stories in for December! 

Michael Costello, Secretary. 

Newsletter of Northern Access  
Television Association Inc. 

Association Number A0024250G 
 

Editor: Michael Costello 
Email : michcos@nat.org.au 

Contributions welcomed from all members 

 
 
 
 

I see triangles!  
NAT Plus is an exciting new  

project that will see a Web TV 
Channel created featuring our  

diverse range of past and present 
content. 

 

The new Web TV channel will be  
run by NAT and Inline Sports Media.  
It will feature five “colour coded” pro-

gram streams played on rotation 
through the week, hence the five  

coloured triangles.  The blue stream 
will be current NAT programs, gold 
will be for our past programs, purple 
will feature Inline Sports Media and 
other sports programs, orange will be 

for extended coverage of Speed  
Skating and other special events and 

Red is for some red hot music from the 
Noise crew! 

 

NAT Plus will be a showcase for the 
diverse content coming out of NAT.  
The Web channel will run 24 hours, 
and episodes will be updated weekly 

 

Michael Costello is currently  
researching how to operate the Web 
TV channel and other Committee 

Members will also assist in getting the 
channel up and running.  A web server 

will be placed in the NAT  
office to run the new channel. 

Further details will be available at the 
NAT Plus website  tv.nat.org.au   



Free Range 
TV hatches! 

At Northern  
Access TV, we 
are all so busy 
with our daily 

lives AND trying 
to produce programs on top of that.  It 

is no surprise then that we have no 
time to even consider promoting the 
group and our programs.  Free Range 

TV has arrived to help us sell the 
group and it’s work to the  

community.  This Work For The Dole 
scheme is overseen by Kangan  

Batman TAFE   Its main objective is 
to give it’s participants the practical 

experience in administration,  
marketing and promotions whilst 

working with a vibrant community 
television production company. 

 

The ongoing project that they will be 
working on is a Short Film  

Competition.  They will be calling for 
entries that express how Melbourne 
tunes into it’s local community. The 

competition will end in a Gala  
Presentation night to be held at the 

Noise Bar Community Studio. 

 

The films will also be seen on the 
web and on Noise TV as they come 

into us.  Stay tuned to the NAT  
Website for more details of the  

competition 

NAT Shop!  
Northern Access TV has an online 

shop, where you can get items  
featuring our new logo!  We  

currently have a Polo Shirt, a  
Messenger Bag and a Sticker for your 
car.  New items will be coming soon, 

including some fun TV shirts!  
 

www.cafepress.com/northernaccess 

NAT Chat turns 200!  
The “new” series of NAT Chat 

reached a milestone recently with the 
airing of the 200th episode.  True to 
the program, there was no fanfare for 
the episode, it was just “business as 

usual” for the crew. 

 

NAT Chat has an important place on 
C31 as a program with an “open 
topic”.  Almost anything can be  

discussed on the program, and this 
enables many diverse community 

members to get access to the station. 

 

Well done to the NAT Chat crew on 
their achievement.  May there be 

many more episodes!  

Welcome to our recent 
new member!  

John Powell (Inline Plus)  

Inline Plus & Know Rolling  
.The pilots aired on Thursday 16th 

August, and work is underway for the 
new series of both programs to be 

screened from December.  Inline Plus 
welcomed a new producer, John 
Powell who comes to us from his  

experiences as a volunteer for 
 Ballarat Community Cable TV.  The 
first two episodes of Know Rolling 
have been finished by Craig Smith 

and are looking great!  



Local Community TV 
Production Workshop.  
NAT recently held a workshop to 

help involve more language  
communities in Community TV. The 
workshop was delivered to an English 
Language Class at Workforce Plus in 

Broadmeadows. 

 

Richard Micallef Vice Chairperson of 
NAT developed this project to  

address an opportunity. That was that 
NAT had few members from  

communities that speak little English 
and from communities of recent  
arrivals.  NAT determined to get 

some input from emerging  
communities by engaging with them 
through a workshop-outreach project. 

 

While hesitant at first, with some  
encouragement from Richard and  

Michael, soon we had them operating 
the camera and enthusiastically  

recording some promos that will be 
seen on C31 and online in the near 
future.The clients stated they very 
much enjoyed and appreciated the 

workshop and the information about 
community TV production and  

organisations.   

 

Further details of the workshop can 
be seen on the NAT Website. 

Web TV at NAT. 
On demand Web TV is here and 

now! 
NAT programs have been quietly  

appearing on the web for a little while 
now, and now there is quite a library 
of episodes of NAT Chat, Spirit Of 
Life and Red Lobster to be seen on 

the program websites.  Also, the two 
pilots of Inline Plus and Know  

Rolling are now available.   

 

To help people find our online  
content, an index page has been made 
up, which can be accessed by clicking 

WEB TV on the NAT website.   

 

David McLauchlan and Michael 
Costello have been experimenting 
with Web TV for a while, and are  

receiving good feedback from those 
who view the online files. 

Website Changes.  
The NAT website has taken on a new 
cleaner look.  There are now direct 

“one click” links to the various shows 
across the front page.  There are also 
a few new features.  Take a look at 
your site and find out what is there! 

www.nat.org.au 

Digital TV Update 
There is still no sign of the allocation 

of a Digital licence for C31.  The  
station is currently running a campaign 

to highlight the issue, and urging the public to write in to the Federal Govern-
ment to allocate us Digital Spectrum.  Further details at c31.org.au/digital  


